THE GASPEE EXPEDITION & OTHER MATTERS - 1758

Gaspé&, the scene of many historie events
across the years, witnessed dramatic events

in September, 1758.

The great French fortress of Louisbourg
had surrendered to the British forces in
August. An expedition was then organized
and dispatched to Gaspé to destroy French
settlements and shipping in the Gulf of St.
Lawrence. Sir Charles Hardy and ;r1gad1er-
General James Wolfe were in command of the

=
naval and military forces respectively.

A fascinating glimpse into the experience
of th1§ expedition is provided by the following
extracts from the unpublished Journal of Capt.
Bell, A.D.C. to Generai Wolfe and-by the offic{al

dispatches of Admiral Boscawen.




EXTRACT FROM THE JOURNAL OF CAPTAIN BELL, A.D.C. TO
GENERAL JAMES WOLFE ON THE GASPEE EXPEDITION AND OTHER
MATTERS. :

1758 - GASPEE

August 29th. - ... Sailed from Louisbourg Harb. for
Gaspee in the "Royal William", Sir Charles Hardy,
"Bedford"; Capt.Fouke, "Vanguard"; Capt.Swanton,
"Devonshire"; Capt.Gordon, "Lancaster"; Capt.Man,
"Pembroke"; Capn Simcoe, "Juno" & Kennington frigates
& fireship, six sail of. Tansports having Amherst's
Anstruther's & Bragg's Regiments on beard and an
ordnance sloop with some six Pounders & 2 Howitzers,
& anchored at the Grande Grave in Gaspee Bay the 4th
of September....

‘ It was about 2 o'clock when we anchored in the

Bay, the General went directly up to reconnoitre & sent
me with a letter & flag of truce to Mr.Revolte, the Lord
of the Seignury. I got up to Gaspee about 5 the people
imagined we were enemies & had fled into the woods, the
General who got up rather before me, mett with one pierre
arbour & his wife, who submitted & rejoiced to find
Quarter given them, they weré™sent to bring in the other
Inhabitants, the Genl. also took five more with Revolte's
Compy. who were sent also to bring in the rest, we did
not go on shore in order to prevent plundering & returned
on board the "Juno" after having escaped drowning very
narrowly. The next morning we went up again with Coll.
Murray & Howe. found about 3000 Quentil of fish in staks
in the Magazine were great numbers of netts. Hooks,fishing
Lines, some Barrells of Gunpowder, some Brandy & Pork.
there were also a few Cattle, sheep, Ducks, & Fowls
belonging to Revolte (who had died a 1ittle before with
the hearty curse of the whole place). Amherst's Light
Unfantry landed and took poyseysion of this great settle-
ment, consisting of Revolts House, a good Magazine, a
Smith's shop with its utensils, about 5 Hutts, the Fish;
25 Shaloupes 6 Canoes & a large Shaloupe going to Quebeck
‘Arbour was there & said the Inhabitants were fled up the
two arms, the Compysy left a letter to say he was gone
after the Inhabitants, spent this Day without vivres &

. had the pleasure of consoling myself at night on the
Boards next to Coll.How, on the 6th next morning very
early we went up the hither arm, Arbour was Pilott, a
very difficult Channel, the shoals of sand running from
both shores, so as to make it very narrow, Shaloupes

only can go up at high water, the Tide flows 6 feet
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we saw in a little Bay above 50 Shaloupes (they always lay
them up there in winter) a mile further some people hawling

a shaloupe laden with fish, on receiving a good many assurances
of Quarter, they at last promised to go down with their shaloupe,
about 5 mile farther at the upper end of the arm saw a number
of people I rowed towds them, but after getting about 2 mile
we found the Channel ceased, two of the people came to us in
a Canoe, the General sent me back in the Canoe, to assure
Madam Revolte & the rest of the kind treatment the English
always give to their prisoners, she said, she & the rest only
waited for the Tide to carry them to the Penisle where we all
returned & spent the remainder of the evening in picking.
Cranbery's & Raspberry's, the above arms winds a little, in
some parts 3/4 and 1 mile & % over, the marks to go up are
particular Hills which 'tis not possible to_lay down so as

to be of any service: on the 7th at day break we went up the
father arm having heard some of the people were there, 'tis
ten mile up to the Morass, the Channel the same in regard

to its difficulty as to other, we took 8 men here & sent them
down in the Barge (1 an Indian) then went to a saw mill just
bye where we found a vast number of plank, we immediately
fell to work & sett fire to the Moulin, plank & 3 houses
which blazed very handsomely to the no small grief of the
poor people we found a great many shaloupes here & there;

we came back by land along the shore, which was not the
pleasantest walk in the world, nothing but stones extremely
slipperay & every 3 yards a gremt tree to get over; it may

be walk'd up both arms at low water on the left hand side,
this farther arms runs in two small Channels thro' a marsh
about 15 mile up the Country the hither arm runs thro' a
marsh also in 3 Channels the General went down in the afternn.
to the "R.William" & left me to take of the people & stores,
we found on our coming down to the penisle some women &
children. On the 8th the Army & Navy had some fish & the
Cattle distributed among them, in the afternoon we had the
pleasure of seeing Madame Revolte, who said that there were
Aabout 16 men would not come in, a party was sent today but
they could not find them.

9th. The General came up again & sent a party at lTow water
(about 12 at night) who brought in next morng., except six
who escaped by its being so very dark.

10th. The General gave orders for everything being burnt,

and this day and the 11th was employed in executing those orders,
we all returned with the General to the Camp at the Grand Grave.
On the 12th sailed Coll.Murray with Amherst's & part of Bragg's
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under Convoy of the "Juno" to Miramichi. On the 13th
Cap.Irvine was detached with several small parties in
Shaloupes under Convoy of the Kennington to destroy

Pas beau & Grand Riviere and any other settlement to

the Westward. On the 14th Major Dalling was detached to
Mont Lewis about 130 mile up the River %we remained with
a few of Bragg's and Anstruther's encampt.)

17th. - Sailed Sir C.Hardy, he left the "Devonshire" to
take care.of the Transpts.

23rd. - Returned Major Dalling.

- 24th. - Returned Sir C.Hardy.

25th and 26th. - Embarked the Troops
27th. - Sailed

30th. - Arrived at Louisbourg & went on board Adml.Boscawen
with ye General.

GASPEE

The Bay is a very fine, good anchoring Ground any fleet may
ride here in safety, the inward™Bay formed by the sand is
perhaps one of the best in the world, an excellent rendezs.
for ships going to Quebeck, the water is remarkably good
the property of fishing there belonged to a Mr. Revolte,
who paid the King or at least the Intendant a certain sum

a year, there were about 300 inhabitants here when the war
broke out, who finding by Cap.Spry of the "Fougueux's"
visiting them, they would in all probability be one Day
carried off & their settlement destroyed, quitted it.

This Gentleman soon after he sailed from Gaspee got to

the Harbour of Pas beau & told the Land officers that
where he was was a bad place for his ship to lay in, and
therefore if they did not go on shore directly & burn
everything, he would not stay for them as His Majts. ship
was in danger, observe this Capt.Jacobs was sent purposely
to protect & wait till the Land officers thought it proper
to come off. the General's Instructions to them were to

go on shore with the Greatest Circumspection & endeavour

by all manner of means to assure the Inhabitants of good
treatment & bring them to Gaspee, which they would have done
had not they been threatened being left, and also that if
they did not burn the places Mr.Jacobs would, who hinted

as if the going on shore at all was not agreeable, they
immediately went, landed & found the Inhabitants all fled

& everything was burnt.
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PAS BEAU

Is 15 Leagues to the westward of Gaspee I forget who had

the Segniory, they burnt 27 good Houses about 17 indifferent
ones about 3500 Quentil of fish, a very good sloop laden
with fish, vast Quantities of netts hooks, Lines Great
Quantity of salt destroyed, their Magazine was large and
contained all their winter stock, Cloathes, Brandy etc. &

I together with a good deal of plank and about 40 Shaloupes
were all burnt & then the troops embarked, having left the
miserable inhabitants in the woods destitute & deprived

of everything.

GRAND RIVIERE

Is 12 Leagues to the Westwd. of Gaspee. A Mr.Bellfeuille,
Lord of the Seignory, the Troops who landed here proceeded

in the same manner with those at Pas beau, by the most
scandalous timidity of Cap.Jacobs who made the signal twice
to come off before they had been on shore 3 Hours which

was not a Quarter time enough to burn every thing: Bellfeuille's
House was situated upon a 1little Island in the River, had 8
rooms on a floor vast Quantities of things packed up in
Bureaus and Chests to send in #fety to Quebeck, the people
fled lTeaving the victuals on the fire, about 60 Houses were
burnt, many good ones & all the goods in them about 80
shaloupes; there were sheep, oxen, Fowls etc. both at this
place and Pas beau: the Magazine was very large and contained
a considerable Quantity of Brandy and salt: 200 Chests of
warm dresses, valuable in this country, 60 Casks of molasses
whose worth an American need not be told, & numbers of other
things that they took no account of 8000 Quentil of fish &
netts Lines Hooks without number, all the above valuable
things were destroyed.

There needs no great discernment to perceive the bad con-
sequences of Cap.Jacobs' presuming to stint the Land officers
in time (indeed if they had behaved properly they would not
have heeded him, but let him have gone, as they might reasonably
have supposed the General wd. have taken care of their being
fetched back) for had they gone on shore agreeable to the
General's intentions & stayed 2 or 3 days without destroying
anything, and sent the french men (they carried on purpose)
into the woods to assure their Countrymen of the good treat-
ment they wd. meet with & that they might keep anything

they chose, the Consequences would have been totally different,
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they would have been happy and the troops benefitted,
but as it was, what could these unhappy people hope
for when they saw their all in flames with the least
Ceremony, surely they could not expect anything gentle
at our hands - not that they deserved better, but for
our own Honor we ought to have proceeded differently.

The General when the "Kennington" came back, finding

how matters had gone on , out of compassion to the
Inhabitants, sent a Shaloupe to Bellfeuille with French
men in to tell him that he was sorry his officers were
obliged to act in the manner they did, far from their

own Inclinations or His Intentions, but as he thought he
& all the Inhabitants must perish in the winter having

no subsistence & thinking it too late to march to Quebeck
he sent that Shaloupe to fetch him, & would send others
for his people but if he & his people preferred Liberty,
the Shaloupe was at his service & the men in her had their
Liberty - an offer worthy of the General - we sailed,

no answer having come. The Seamen at both places, shewed
their accustomed rage for plundering in-a very shameful
manner, they got so drunk that a shaloupe full of our
soldiers owed their 1ifes to a french man who managed

the Boat.

-
The fish which was destroyed amounted to a very considerable
value at Quebeck 'twas 30 shillings a Quentil at Martinique -
E3 & 3.10 - ships from Europe came to fish and load here
every year before war. These settlements were the most
flourishing they had for they had been no burden to the
Government for a great while (the Government supplies &
supports all settlements at first) - the people had not
the Teisure to cultivate the Earth, there were only some
Turnips & Cabbages - they were supplied with everything
from Quebeck of late, before the warr from Europe - they
had not seen corn for 16 months. Begaut (Bigotg the Intendant
not suffering any to be carryed to ye out settlements.

23rd. I have said Major Dalling came back to Gaspee with
his party from Mt.Louis where they arrived the 19th. they
took about 35 People women & children included, the Seignory
belonged to a Mr.Maillette (who was taken) who gave the

King E 3000 for it, only 3 shaloupes were there, all his
fish had been sent to Quebeck except 2000 Quentil, there was
but Tittle in the Magazine Maillett offered L3500 ransome
for the place: while the Major was there, a sloop appeared
off the place, he made use of the usual signal to call

her in. She stood in, and was taken, she had on board wine
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& Provisions for the settlement, having delivered which,
she was to gett Intelligence of our Squadron, there was
on board a good jolie fille enough Mile Le Bruys going
to Gd. Riviere & a Reverend Pére going to Miramichi -

he found by them that Mons.Chaufort (Du Chaffault) was
getting under way from the Kamaruska's the 17th Sept.
with the "Dragon", "Bellequeux" & 4 other 64 Gun ships
with two frigates & 3 or 4 Merchantmen, was to go thro'
the streights of Bell Isle & so to Brest.

The march to Mt.Louis was extremely bad, all the way along
the sea shore upon sharp stones & rock, they were obliged
to wait for the Tides going out at 2 places & only sutt
into the wood a League the whole march they returned to
Gaspee in the sloop and Shaloupes.... Thus ended our
proceedings.
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EXTRACT - DESPATCHES OF ADMIRAL E. BOSCAWEN, R.N.

An Account of the damage done in the Gulph of St.Lawrence.

Sept.17, 1758. - The Detachment sent upon the Western
shore under the command of Capt.Irving, burnt & destroyed
as follows. Vizt:

HOUSES “cviovcvsvatanns o 60 \
Shallops & Boats ...... 80 At the Grand Riviere
Stacks of Fish 8

A11 the Stages & Nets |
and a considerable
Fishery

Houses 2l

Shallops & Boats 15 At Pas Beau

A sloop with fish and )

a considerable
Fishery

Houses g -

Shallops & Boats 16 At the Bay de Sauvage
Brought off a man & his

family & 5 Frenchmen that

came in & surrendered &

burnt their HabitafTons

& a Sloop
Houses 6
Shallops 7 At the Ile Bonaventure

Sept. 18, 1758. - The Detachment under the Command of Capt.
Byrd burnt & destroyed on Gaspé side: -

ShEITORS ol ininilt Sl aneh Ju st A i gn 2
Do.round the point over the Bay........... 34
Houses near Gaspé Mills....... uwmal, o 7

Sent on board the Fleet French prisoners.. 22

The party under the command of Lt.Warren
burnt & destroyed at Gaspé:

HOBSBEE . . sosnpvpsimpinnes T buks Sanal 48 6
Houses up the North West River .......... 2
A Smith's Forge at Lower Gaspé :
SABRIAODE . . . .. .. . i.ene el e 11
Ditxo. brought off. . .... ...  gasle s e 2
Cappas brought of f .. . == sdsGeenih b . 4
With 13 Men, 1 Woman & a child. Prisoners.
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Sept.23, 1758. - Major Dalling with a Detachment under
his command marched to Mount Lewis, and on his march
surprised 6 people curing fish at Les Grand Etangs,

and took three of them, destroyed their fish & rendered
their Shallops useless, but the others got into the Woods.
At Le Grand Vale he took another prisoner.

After 5 days march to Mount Lewis he burnt & destroyed
at that place:

T RS e AT . 9
BT BROUS Y . oviivonnvs v Bosiiie sisiss 7
REIBE TS OF PlsBcicneseicvviini 6000

With Stables, Quthouses & a.
Cellar with Molasses
Schooner..... e . v ama s i ST
TN L R e e W S S S S
T L R e S A e
With Fish Stages

MnNN -

Found there: ' -

4 Barrels of Powder
4 Barrels of Musquet Balls
2 Cows & a ca]f-_

And brought from thence:

RN i T SR 4
AR S IR, ¥ ¥ <) 1§ I 2
B s v s e BB . 2
FUSET ... R o e e P
T e S TSRS S PR B SRR S A 1

He took also a sloop with Provisions on board for 7

men for a month, & some of Monsieur Mackette's Effects,
& took Monsieur Mackette, his wife with 22 men, 4 women
& 14 children Prisoners.

According to Calculation the Fish burnt & destroyed in
the Gulph of St.Lawrence amounted to 36,000 Quintals
Vizt.:

AL VOURE LaNIS .onivusnssassnivs 5,000
L BREDE, i R RN ART SNGR A S 6,000
f SFANd RIVIRPE S 0%l .0 h .50, . 10,000

xR e SR 2,000
L TR T ISR RS 4 4 ¢ WO O E 1,000
R NITAMICNR . o cvi560 05 om0 88 12,000



With Stores in the Magazines of Miramiche, Pas beau,
Gaspé&, & Mount Lewis to a considerable value

N.B. - A Quintal of dried Cod sells at
Quebec from 36 to 40 Livres

Coll.Murray who was detached to Miramichi destroyed
16,000 Quintals of Fish, the Kings Magazins, & brought
off some of the Inhabitants, but as the water was so
shoal, & they had but one sloop, could not proceed
higher up the River.

Sir Charles Hardy took 4 Sloops or Schooners, destroyed
about 200 shallops in the B. of Gaspé&, and brought off
about two hundred Prisoners.

(SIGNED) E. BOSCAWEN
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